
 
People Over Profit (POP) Foundation Scholarships for High School Seniors 

Criteria 

Every year, Silver State Schools Credit Union, through its People Over Profit (POP) 
Foundation, awards ten (10) $2,000 scholarships, renewable for up to four years 
(maximum of $8,000) to outstanding high school seniors. 

Recipients must maintain a minimum 3.0 semester GPA and provide official transcripts for 
renewal. 

Scholarship Considerations 

• Merit Scholarships 
Eight (8) merit scholarship may be awarded to students demonstrating academic 
excellence, leadership qualities, and community service. 

• Needs-Based Scholarship 
One (1) scholarship may be awarded to a student demonstrating financial need. In 
addition to academic excellence, leadership qualities, and community service, 
applicants must provide: 

o Household income documentation (2024 tax return, if available), and/or 

o Explanation of catastrophic circumstance. 

• Future Teacher Scholarship 
One (1) scholarship may be awarded to a student planning to major in education 
with the intent to become a teacher. In addition to academic excellence, leadership 
qualities, and community service, future teacher scholarship applicants must 
indicate the intent to become a teacher within their essay and application form. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be considered, applicants must: 

• Be graduating in Spring 2026 from an accredited Nevada high school. 

• Have applied to an accredited post-secondary institution leading to an associate 
or bachelor’s degree. 



 
• Hold a Silver State Schools Credit Union savings account with a minimum 

balance of $5.00. 

Applicants will be evaluated on: 

1. Academic achievement (GPA) 

2. School activities 

3. Community service, volunteerism, and/or work experience 

4. Personal essay 

5. Recommendation letters 

Application Process 

• All applications must be submitted online through the POP Foundation Scholarship 
Portal: 

     www.popfoundationlv.org/scholarships  

• The online application opens: Monday, November 17, 2025 

• The deadline to submit is: Friday, March 6, 2026 at 11:59 PM PST 

• Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 

Required Documents (Online Portal) 

1. Completed online application form, including SSSCU member account number or 
indicate “in process.” 

2. High school transcript (official transcript from your school including 1st semester 
2025 grades.) 

3. Student essay: Select one of the following areas 

Tell us about a travel experience that helped shape you as an individual. 

Tell us about a current problem you want to fix and how you would do it. 

Use an analogy to give us insight into how you view life. (An example might be: 
Hiking is like life because…) 

https://chatgpt.com/c/68c087f7-5994-8322-b925-086ea7b1f70e


 
4. Recommendation letters (within the application platform, using email of the 

recommenders):  

(Recommenders will receive a secure link to upload directly.) 

o One from a teacher  

o One from a high school counselor 

o One from a community member or employer 

(Due to some strict firewalls, we advise that you follow up with Recommenders to 
ensure they receive the link to upload directly. If Recommenders did not receive the 
link, Recommenders may email the letter directly before the deadline to 
info@popfoundationlv.org and the POP Director will upload letter on your behalf.) 

5. SAT/ACT scores. Indicate your score on SAT and/or ACT. 

Selection & Notification 

• Scholarship recipients will be selected by a committee appointed by the SSSCU 
Board Chairman. 

• Recipients will be honored at the Silver State Schools Credit Union Annual 
Membership Meeting on Saturday, April 25, 2026 at 10:00 AM PST. 

Scholarship Awards 

Scholarships are named in honor of outstanding SSSCU volunteers and leaders: 

• Arlene Parkinson Scholarship Award 
• Bart Roche Scholarship Award 
• Leonard Petoske Scholarship Award 
• William Moore Scholarship Award 
• Terry Mannion Scholarship Award 
• Harold McKay Scholarship Award 
• Andrew Hunter Scholarship Award 
• Joyce Woodhouse Scholarship Award 
• Teresa Yeoman Scholarship Award 
• POP Foundation Scholarship Award 
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Scholarship funds are paid in $2,000 annual increments and renewable for up to four 
years (maximum $8,000). Students have six years from the award date to claim their full 
scholarship. 

Questions? 

Please visit the POP Foundation’s scholarship page: 

     www.popfoundationlv.org/scholarships  
Or email: info@popfoundationlv.org 
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